The Ascension of Our Lord
Order of Service for May 24, 2020

INTRODUCTION BY PASTOR
OPENING HYMN

“Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun”

CW 84 vs. 1,5

A DIALOGUE FOR THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
P:
C:

Christ is arisen!
He is risen indeed!

P:
C:

God has ascended amid shouts of joy!
Let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. Let us
come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.

P:

Why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you
into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven."
We believe and are sure that he is the Christ, the Son of the living God.

C:
P:

C:

P:
C:

P:
C:

God raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far
above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only
in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and
appointed him to be head over everything for the church.
At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.
Since you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated
at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.
Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus
Christ. For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that
is to come.
When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
Never again will we hunger; never again will we thirst. The sun will not beat upon us,
nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be our
shepherd; he will lead us to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every
tear from our eyes.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:
Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens and at God's right
hand you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that at
your command and by your power we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.

THE WORD

The Ascension of Our Lord
A harmony based of the Gospels and Matthew, Mark, and Luke
and the Acts of the Apostles

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day he
was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had
chosen. After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he
was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.
Soon after the resurrection, the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had
told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to
them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to
the very end of the age."
On one occasion, Jesus said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything
must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms."
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, "This is what is
written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are
witnesses of these things.
On another occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. I am going
to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power
from on high.” For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit."
Then they gathered around him and asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the
kingdom to Israel?"
He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
When Jesus had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. While
he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven before their very eyes, and a cloud
hid him from their sight. And he sat at the right hand of God.
They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white
stood beside them. "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This
same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen
him go into heaven.”
Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy from the hill called the Mount of
Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the city. And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.
HYMN

“From All That Dwell Below the Skies”

CW 250

SERMON

“Where Are You Headed?”

Luke 24:44-53

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Confident of our Lord’s return, let us approach our Father’s throne of mercy on behalf of the
Church and of all people.
Gracious Lord God, amid shouts of joy we celebrate your Son’s ascension into heaven where
he is now seated in majesty at your right hand. Grant your Church steadfastness in these gray
and latter days that she may hold to the truth and boldly confess the saving name of Jesus.

C:

As the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh seek to silence our witness to the truth,
grant us courage to believe in our hearts and confess with our lips that Jesus is Lord.

P:

Even as your beloved Son intercedes on behalf of his Church, so has he commanded us, his
kingdom of priests, to pray for others.

C:

Hear us, O Lord, as we implore you to show mercy to those in need:

P:

to the sick, the lonely, and the depressed grant relief;
to the dying and those who mourn bring comfort;
to the hungry, the homeless, and the unemployed send your help;
to the elderly, give joy for living life to the full;
to the young send patience to wait for the fuller life to come;
to husbands and wives and their families, to single parents who raise their children
alone grant wisdom and strength.

C:

Pour out your blessings to all who depend on your power and grace.

P:

Almighty Father, you are the good Giver of all that we have. In your mercy continue to grant
us daily bread, supplying us with what we need before we even ask.

C:

Teach us to be thankful and content, whether we have plenty or are in need.

P:

O Lord, heavenly Father, we remember the sufferings and death of your dear Son, Jesus Christ,
for our salvation. Praising his victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from
his ascension before you, where he ever stands for us as our own high priest. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in his kingdom, which has no end.

C:

Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us.

P:

O Lord, tomorrow on Memorial Day, a day set aside to honor those who have died in service of
our great country, we thank you for giving us such patriotic citizens and a country that
chooses to remember them. We are grateful for the sacrifice they made to preserve the
freedoms we enjoy still today, including the freedom to worship you, the true and only God.

To you alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now
and forever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep, the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you, the
Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”

CW 341

