The Festival of Pentecost
Order of Service for May 31, 2020

INTRODUCTION BY PASTOR
OPENING HYMN

“Praise to the Lord the Almighty”

CW 234 vs. 1,5

GREETING
Minister:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you
Congregation: And also with you.
DIALOGUE FOR PENTECOST DAY
M: In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty,
and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.
C: The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life.
M: Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?
C: If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.
M: The Lord said, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever.”
C: O Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger or discipline me in your wrath.
M: Be merciful to me, Lord, for I am faint; O Lord, heal me, for my bones are in agony.
C: Turn, O Lord, and deliver me; save me because of your unfailing love.
M: Jesus said to his disciples, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are
forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
C: No one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives
birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.
M: The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to preach good
news to the poor.
C: There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ
Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.
M: Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.
C: Come, Holy Spirit! Fill the hearts of your faithful people, and kindle in us the fire of your
love. Alleluia!
PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.

Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day with your sevenfold gift of grace. Rekindle
in our hearts the holy fire of your love that in a true and living faith we may tell abroad the glory
of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Father, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen.

THE WORD
First Lesson: Joel 2:28-29
28 ‘And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your
old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. 29 Even on my servants, both men and
women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.
PSALM OF THE DAY - PSALM 51b
REFRAIN: Come, Holy Spirit, renew our hearts and kindle in us the fire of your love.
P: O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.
C: You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt
offerings.
P: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
C: a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
REFRAIN
P: Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
C: Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.
P: Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
C: Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen.
REFRAIN
Second Lesson: Acts 2:1-21
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When
they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them
speaking in his own language. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking
Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes

and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts
to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!”
12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”
13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 14 Then Peter stood up
with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in
Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These men are not drunk, as you
suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
17 ”‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will
prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 18 Even on my servants,
both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 19 I will show
wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. 20
The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious
day of the Lord. 21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
Gospel: John 16:5-11
5 “Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 Because I
have said these things, you are filled with grief. 7 But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am
going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8
When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: 9
in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; 10 in regard to righteousness, because I am going
to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and in regard to judgment, because the prince of
this world now stands condemned.

HYMN

“Holy God We Praise Your Name”

SERMON

“Pentecost Can Be Summed Up With One Word…”

CW 278
Acts 2:1-21

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Praise to you, Holy Spirit. We worship and glorify you as the Lord and the giver of life. As you
were present at the beginning of the world to shed life on all created things, as you gave a new
life of understanding to the disciples in your Pentecost baptism of fire, so by the baptism of
water with the Word, you have made the light of faith shine in our hearts to know Jesus as our
Lord.
In thanksgiving for your gifts to us, we confess:

C:

I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ my Lord,
or come to him.
But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, sanctified
and kept me in the true faith. In the same way he calls, gathers, enlightens, and
sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one
true faith.

P:

Holy Spirit, all-seeing Counselor and fountain of all spiritual gifts, stand by us in the weakness
of our sinful flesh. Grant us a right understanding of the truths that Jesus taught. Give us
strength to endure with patience whatever afflictions God may send into our lives. Help us,
intercede for us, train us that we may pray to the Father with boldness and confidence.
Preserve us by the power of your Word in our most holy faith as members of the Church, the
body of Jesus, where there is forgiveness for all.

C:

In this Christian Church he daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all believers.

P:

Holy Spirit, highest comfort in every need, in these gray and last days of the world, strengthen
our feeble hands, steady our weak knees, encourage our fearful hearts. Remind us of your
Word and promises: “Be strong; do not fear. Your Lord will come again. He will come to save
you.” And in your final, mighty, creative act, O Holy Spirit, raise up our bodies so that we,
together with all the saints, may lift up our heads and with glorified eyes see our Savior
drawing near.

C:

On the Last Day he will raise me and all the dead and give eternal life to me and all
believers in Christ. This is most certainly true. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now
and forever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep, the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you, the
Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

“Love Divine, All Love Excelling”

CW 365

